
Workers construct Shift, an immersive art experience at Current Studio, 1218
N. Pennsylvania Ave. in Oklahoma City. (Photo by Brent Fuchs)
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OKLAHOMA CITY – Elemental
Coffee partner Laura Massenat is
used to bringing new ideas to the
city. The shop with its roastery at
NW Eighth Street and N. Hudson
Avenue is one of the examples
she cited.

She is also one of the founders of
H&8th Night Market. The food
truck event started in 2010 and
ended its monthly appearance in
2015. It returns annually as part
of the OKC Pro-Am bicycle race.

“I have a lot of love for city
development and bringing things to Oklahoma City that we don’t have yet,” she said.

Massenat and her husband, Laurent Massenat, have a new idea for the city that could help generate work for artists
and entice people to visit a not-so-popular area.

The Massenats worked with Current Studio co-owners Kelsey Karper and Romy Owens, and yoga instructor Thomas
Thompson to create Factory Obscura. The B Corporation and its supporters have spent the last few months building
Shift, an immersive art experience at Current Studio, 1218 N. Pennsylvania Ave.

It’s modeled after Santa Fe, New Mexico’s Meow Wolf. The exhibit encompasses visitors with lights, colors, and 3-D
artwork. Since it opened in 2016, more than 400,000 people have been to see it and it has generated $7 million in
revenue, according to figures reported by Meow Wolf Inc.

Artists who worked on Meow Wolf were paid for their efforts. Karper said she and Owens were excited about the
payment aspect because that’s been one of their goals with Current Studio. They offer a $2,500 stipend for their
artist in residence.

“Our whole idea is we want to experiment with new models, looking at how we can present knew forms of art and
support artists in ways that are not happening in Oklahoma City,” she said.

There’s a fundraising campaign underway now, with the goal to raise $60,000. It will cover supply costs and pay the
artists, which is crucial, she said.

“Artwork is work,” she said. “They deserve to be paid to create this cultural experience to the public. We want to
create a new economic system for how artists get paid in Oklahoma City.”

Shift opens Friday and will be set up until Feb. 25. The exhibit is in a shopping center that doesn’t get much traffic
on a normal basis. It’s across the street from the famous Nic’s Grill. Steve Mason owns the center. The studio has
been closed while Shift was being installed. Karper said Mason has been generous in working with them on their
rent while Shift is being installed.

Mason said the studio provides an important incubation space for the arts community.
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One of the pieces in the exhibit.
(Photo by Brent Fuchs)
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“The center is a wonderfully diverse center,” he said. “It’s been great
having them there. Shift is another natural step in this incubation.”

Karper said she expects traffic to increase to the center, especially given
how many people have seen Meow Wolf. The founders have worked
closely with the Oklahoma City group to help with their marketing.

“We want to follow in those footsteps,” Karper said. “We think based on
the size of our market and the size of the installation we want to build in
our permanent facility, we think there’s no reason we can’t do that in
Oklahoma City.”

When Shift closes, the goal is to move it to a permanent site in a less-
traversed area. That will take about $15 million to $20 million, given the
rent and payment for artists. Factory Obscura will be seeking investors,
not donors, to make it a reality. That means there could be a return on
the investment, which has been seen in New Mexico. Meow Wolf reported
that in its first year, it generated $6.3 million in revenue. It expects to
have a 40-percent profit margin in its second year.

Massenat said she doesn’t think there will be a problem raising the
money, especially since people could get a financial return.

As more exhibits are created, and artists get paid, Factory Obscura could be a driver behind those creators staying
here for work, rather than going to a larger city, Massenat said.

For consumers, it gives them another place to spend their entertainment dollars. This is an experience unlike any
other, she said. While it has big shoes to fill – trying to fall in line with Meow Wolf – Massenat said she thinks the
artists have created something that will draw people from outside Oklahoma City.

Mason said he’s seen Meow Wolf as well and thinks there’s good talent and skills in the city to accomplish a similar
exhibit.

“(Shift) is pure magic,” Massenat said.
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