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In addition to my day job as a structural engineer, I’m also a founding member of the
Oklahoma City artist collective Factory Obscura.

Factory Obscura was founded to support artists, create artistic experiences and awaken
senses. Our vision is founded on an economic engine that has proven successful in St. Louis
(City Museum) and Santa Fe (Meow Wolf).

On Sunday, we wrapped up our inaugural installation, Factory Obscura presents SHIFT, at
Current Studio. You may have read about this. We took a 1,200-square-foot raw gallery

space and transformed it into a space that steeps guests in art, challenges their senses, and even causes them to
perceive things around them in a whole new way.

Since opening on Nov. 9, we’ve welcomed more than 20,000 guests through our doors. Ask any arts organization in
town and they’ll tell you that this number is mighty impressive.

Our takeaway? People want more.

After so many visits, multiple news stories, and hundreds of thousands of social media shares I’m getting asked
more often about Factory Obscura. How do we approach this? The key lies in the name: We operate like a factory.
Our assembly line is the collaboration of artists who work together in new ways to make a something for guests to
enjoy. In short, we manufacture experience, which is the new social currency.

Today, we begin the work of dismantling SHIFT. But months ago, we began the work planning our next immersive
installation, and the next one after that. None of the upcoming installations are the same, but all are steppingstones
that lead us to our grand, permanent space in downtown Oklahoma City, with 40,000 square feet to be explored,
investigated, experienced and, of course, Instagrammed.

Our sponsors, and the others who’ve generously donated, see the value of investing dollars into art. With the help
of our main financial backers – Meow Wolf, NBC Bank, and Citizens Bank – and the generosity of hundreds of early
supporters, we’ve managed to create a new economy for artists in just a few months. We’ve already paid well over
$40,000 to the artists.

We want artists, investors, companies and community leaders to come join us in our adventure. If we can do so
much for so many with so little, imagine what we can do with a lot?

Laurent Massenat is president of Obelisk Engineering in Oklahoma City and is a founding member of Factory

Obscura. Find out what’s next at www.factoryobscura.com.
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